
 

 

Sumner High School Pool: 
Top 5 Questions & Answers 

 

 

1. Why are you closing the Sumner Pool?  

The pool, which is part of the Sumner High School campus, has far outlived its expected life. In 

fact, previous school boards planned to close the pool about 8 years ago, and only delayed 

closure so that other alternatives might come forward. 

It isn’t feasible to repair the Sumner High School pool because of its age and condition. With 

available construction funds, our priority is reducing the significant overcrowding and shortage 

of instructional space at Sumner High School.  

 

2. What are the plans for the aquatics program once the pool closes? 

While the pool isn’t scheduled to close for more than a year, we’ve already started planning for 

the transition. This includes:  

 Discussing and negotiating additional practice time for our swim teams at the Sumner 

YMCA 

 Talking to cities nearby about pool leasing for both practices and meets 

 Reaching out to larger, neighboring districts to contract for pool time 

 Talking with the city of Bonney Lake about development of a joint use aquatics facility 

Our goal is to make arrangements that are convenient and smooth for our swimmers. We will 

also support them, so parents will be able to count on transportation to and from practice and 

to and from swim meets, as needed.  
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3. Is the pool being closed to make room for parking? 

No, there are a number of considerations that led to the decision to close the pool beyond the 
age, condition and the considerable cost to replace it and to operate it. 
 
The size of the campus at Sumner High School is very restrictive. Along with finding the space 
for additional classrooms, a larger student commons and more restrooms, we will be required 
to increase our parking on site. It’s all of these things together that make having a pool on that 
campus problematic. 
 
Our top priority as a school district is education. With available construction funds spread over 
several projects, our priority at Sumner High School is adding much-needed instructional space 
and reducing significant overcrowding there. 
 
We are committed to working with others, including the city of Bonney Lake and other 
partners, on pool solutions that benefit the entire community. Importantly, the district is 
prepared to provide some investment in a new pool. 
 

4. There are a number of parents who are committed to saving the Sumner High School pool. 

Is this a possibility?  

We respect and appreciate the commitment of the parents. We wholeheartedly support the 

swimmers and parents in their desire to retain a high school swim program, and will work with 

you to make the transition to alternative practice and meet sites as smooth as possible.  

However, it is no longer feasible for us to operate a pool at the Sumner High School campus. 

We hope parents and concerned citizens will work with us, the city of Bonney Lake and others 

to find a solution that benefits our entire community.  

 

5. Tell us more about the city of Bonney Lake and your plans to build a pool with them.  

We’ve been actively working with the city of Bonney Lake on the idea of building a pool on the 

plateau for more than a year. We first approached the city because we realized both 

organizations were considering investment to fields and recreational spaces.   

As we discussed investing in and sharing recreational facilities that would benefit city residents, 

our students and local athletic clubs, it became apparent the city might be able to build and 

operate a pool, provided the district helped invest in it. The school board supported this 

collaborative approach and authorized us to continue to work with Bonney Lake on this idea.  

The city of Bonney Lake has been evaluating funding and options for its newest park, Midtown 

Park, located on the site formerly owned by WSU. We’re optimistic we will be able to forge a 

solution with Bonney Lake. 


